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Giving Blood When Others Can’t

By Averill Lesli¢

[t is Friday afternoon, and I have just now returned from donating
blood at the University drive. Giving blood has always been a moment
of pride for me—on my 18th birthday it was by giving blood rather than
through any other rite of passage that [ chose to mark my emergence
as an officially recognized member of my civil society. Ever since then [
have viewed giving blood as a duty to be embraced.

During this spring’s University blood drive, I asked a group of friends
whether they would accompany me, either to give blood themselves or
just to hold my hand. “I can’t give blood,” one of them said. “They don't...
gay men aren’t allowed to give blood. They don’t let gay men give blood.”
And so, I learned that in every practical sense gay men are precluded
from donating; the FDA, arguing that gay sex is too likely to result in
AIDS or hepatitis, bars any man who has ever engaged in sex with an-
other man from donating blood.

Today as [ lay on the cot slowly squeezing a rubber ball to keep my
blood flowing out the tube, I could not loosen the image of my friend
from my mind: “I can’t give blood,” he said, “They don't let gay men give
blood.” [ was angry, so angry to know that my friends and neighbors
are not allowed to donate alongside me that for the hour after donating
[ could barely speak. Both from the perspective of human dignity and
from the vantage point of being in the midst of a blood shortage, it seems
ludicrous to categorically bar homosexual men from donation. Can [ de-
scribe the level at which it demeans a gay man'’s personhood to suggest
that blind repudiation of him is more important than saving someone
else’s life? The FDA, it seems, would prefer to perpetuate the false image
of gay men as universally promiscuous than to focus on its true mission
of protecting the blood supply.
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